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THURSDAY, January 27, 1780. 





Readers that Account of my own Life and Opinions which in 

my firft I eae ane them they fhould fpeedily have. It ap- 
‘pears to me infinitely more prudent to endeavour to imprefs them 
with a favourable Idea of my Abilities, before I let them minutely 
into my Character. Indeed, if I fucceed in this firft Step, it will 
‘fignify little or nothing if hereafter I fhould fail in the fecond; or 
rather, their good Opinion of my Abilities being fully obtained, 
their Refpeét for my Charaéter will follow of Courfe. For, in thefe 
‘our Days, it is well known that Abilities include Charaéter, and 
that a Man has not the leaft Occafion to be folicitous about the lat- 


ter, if he can fo far appropriate to himfelf a Repute for the former, 


as to {tand in the Eftimation of his Countrymen for a d——’d-clever 
Fellow. 

It is my Intention, therefore, at ‘prefent to offer to my candid 
Reader a Speech, which I intended to have {poken in Lord Burling- 
ton’s Palladian Hall the 30thof December laft. How I came not to 
{peak it, is, I think, Matter of little Confequence: Yet, for the Sake 
of indulging ny Female Readers, who love to know every Thing, 
I will acknowledge to them that the great Quantity of Dukes 


and Earls, Baronets, &c. that appeared before me on that memo- _ 


rable Day, abafhed me. Yes, Ladies! I was then filent from Bathful- 
nefs. But here Icheck myfelf. J have gone too far, I have let the 
Ladies.into.a Part-of my Character, and that which I fear they will 
not think the moft brilliant; let me therefore return while I may to 


Cc | the 





| Do not think proper, in this my fecond Number, to give my | 
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the Charaéter of my Speech; a Speech which, in my Opinion, will 
not ftand in Competition either with the FrirsT or the LasT 
Speeches that have chofen the Vehicle of the Prefs rather than that of 
the Tongue for their Circulation. It has not, I am convinced, either 
the Weight of Matter, the Strength of Argument, or the Energy 
of Expretfion, which conftitutes the Charecter of that imputed to 
the worthy Bifhop of St. Afaph; neither has it the nor the 

nor the of the Viember for the free and independent 
Borough of Lymington. I muft beg Pardon for leaving this latter 
Part of my Senience thus imperfect; for not knowing, when I fat 
down to write this Paper, that i {hould have Occafion to allude to 
a Compofition I had never read, and knowing that before I could 
havé Time to read it my Printer would be impatient for what he calls 


| Srefh Copy; finding alfo, after having written the firft Part of the 


Period, that every Rule of good Compofiticn required it fhould have 


_.a fecond Part, the Rhythm of which thould correfpond in proper 


Cadence with it, I could not, in this Dilemma, manage the Matter 
-otherwife than in the Way of Fragment, and therefore I beg that fuch 
of my Readers as have duly perufed the Speech.in Queftion, will be 
pleafed to fupply for themfelves what Words they think will moft 
aptly fit each Hzatus; begging only, for the Sake of my poor muti- 
dated Period, that they would chufe fuch and fuch only as are fono- 
tous and rotund. This Apology made, and I hope candidly receiv- 
‘ed, I return to fay, that though this intended Speech cannot ftand 
4n Competition with either of:the intended Speeches that have pre- 
ceded it, yet, ‘I hope, if it be confidered that it was meant purely 
for the Information of the Yeomanry of this great County, relative to 
the great Object of the Petition, and therefore was compofed in great 
Plainnefs of Style, it may make up in-Utility what it may want in 
Eloquence,; and therefore, without farther Preface, I will boldly 
ftep forward with my Pen inftead of my Perfon, and announce 


tended to bave been fpoken December 30, 1779. 


Friends and Fellow Freeholders! 
J Am fully convinced myfelf, and therefore I hope alfo -fully to 
convince you, that our late long and blameable Drowzinefs to 
‘the Intereft of our declining Landed Property has been occafioned 
by the Want of Confidence which we have in that Set of Men 
in both Houfes of Parliament, who have uniformly oppofed the 


‘ruinous Meafures of the prefent Miniftry. We have fufpeéted (and 


‘whether the Sufpicion was well or ill founded is at prefent of little 
Confequence) that they oppofed, not for the Good of their Country, 


‘hut for the Advancement of themfelves; and fo univerfally has this 


Sufpicion ipread, that I verily believe nothing but the Bufinefs of 


this Day (if it fucceeds as L heartily with it to. do) will ever give 


them 
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them an Opportunity either of clearing themfelves from this popular 
Diflike, or of doing us any effential Service: For felf-interefted, 
as we fuppofe them to be, we muft ftill reflect that we do not fup- 
pofe them to be more felf-interefted than the Miniftry they oppofe= 
‘And if that Miniftry has ruined us, another Miniftry felected out 
of thefe Men mutt fave us, or we muft not be faved at all: For we 
cannot expect that a new-erected Body of difinterefted Men will, 
on afudden, {pring up like Muthrooms for our Salvation. We have 
no Reafon to expect fuch a Miracle. Let then the prefent Oppo- 
dition ftand as they do with aH that Load of original’Sin, which we 
have imputed to them, on their-Head, I ftill fay that the Bufinefs 
of this Day, if it fucceeds, may fo far make them new Creatures, 
_-that -they may do us much Good, becaufe they will by it be pre- 
‘vented from doing us any Harm: And this, I think, I can clearly 
prove, if you will firft patiently fuffer me to explain to you by a 
plain, but as apt a Similitude as any in the ‘Works of old John 
Bunyan, what the great Grievance is which the Petition.that makes 
‘the Buiinets of this Day, and which I hope the Majority, if not all, 
of us will fign, is-honeftly meant and intended to remove. 
Suppofe then, my honeft Friends, that one of thofe ‘hearty 
Yeomen, that ftand there to the Right behind the Table, (and I 
‘think I know fome Faces among them that, fix or feven Years AZO, 
were believed to be worth a Landed Eftate of three hundred a Year, 
‘what they are worth now they themfelves beft know.) Suppofe, 
I fay, that any one of them, either from living a little too freely in 
his Youth, and indulging himfelf from his own Tap, or any other 
dike Caufe, to which, as frail Men, we. are all of us fubje@, from 
the firft Duke in the Room, to that fubftantial Farmer: Suppofe, 
I {ay again, that any of thofe Yeomen was laid up in his Bed bya 
fevere Fit of the Gout or Rheumatifm, and fo thoroughly -crippled 
in his Limbs that -he could not look after the Management of his 
own Concerns, but was obliged to hire fome Man (like what in ‘the 
South they calla Bailiff) to manage every Thing for him: And let 
us further fuppofe that this Man, in whom he put his Truft as to 
the Care of all his Matters, had a too great Fondnefs for Horfe 
Fleth, and could not fee a likely Thing in a Fair but he -would 
needs buy it, and therefore, in a little Time, had got together 
Horfes fufficient for fix or eight Teams, when one or two would 
fuffice to work all-the Farm; Would not then our rheumatic Far- 
amer be as crippled in his Brain as in his Linibs, if he did not rid 
himfelf of all thofe unneceffary Horfes to the firft fair Bidder ? Nay 
-would. it not be better that thefe fame Horfes thould'be fhot through 
the Head, than faffered to ftand idle in the Stable, and eat out the 
Hay and Oats that ought to have been carried to Market ? | 
But now for a fecond Suppofe——What if he kept above half of 
thefe Horfes for mere Fancy and Show, and never fuffered them 
to work in their Turn, but curried them and pampered them like 
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a Set of Hunters, fuffering them at Times to break the Fences, 
get into the Wheat and Barley, and do all the Harm that fuch 
Horfes would do to the Premifes,, Would not, | fay again, our 
lame Farmer be almoft a Driveler, if, knowing the Fad, he fuf- 
fered {uch Watte, and did not interfere in the Bufinefs ? 

But I have not yet done with my Suppofes—What, if while all 
this Wafte was daily and hourly going on, the Head-Man we have 
been talking of fhould be conftantly bringing in-freth Bills, in which 
Gears, Harrows, and Plows were all Jumped together, without 
giving either a why or :a wherefore they were bought, bothering 
the poor Landholder every now and then fer Advance of his own 
Wages over-and above what he firft agreed for, neglecting in the 
mean- while to pay his daytale Peaple on the Saturday Night, and, in 
fhort, running a Tick every where? And what, if to complete the 
poor Cripple’s Mifery, his Wife, Children, or Nurfe, over-perfuaded 
or over-awed, fhould take the Keys, open the Cupboard in which 
he kept his Money, and give this Head-Man whatever he afked for, 
without caring & Jot how faft.the Purfe emptied—What, [ fay, 
would you then think of this poor Freeholder’s Condition? Hah! my © 
good Friends in your Great Coats there fitting in the Corner of the 
‘Room, I fee you {moke my Meaning. You:can fee far enough into 
a Mill-ftone for that. AndI fee too by your Nod of the Head and 
Clap of your Hands*, you think it a more honeft Meaning than his, 
the nice-fpoken Londoner, (for I’ll {wear he could be no thorough- 
bred Yorkfhireman) who.prated fo Jong about loading you with 
the fame heavy Taxes in Peace Time as in War Time. By my 
Confcience he might as well have faid-that-the Prime Minifter had 
_a Right to make you fallow your_whole Farm, and then to reap 
the firft Crop for you after that Fallow. But I leave the Cock- 
ney with-your honeft Hiffes ftill tingling in his Ears, and will go 
on to apply all my Suppofes to the plain Matter of Fact to which 
they are intended. to apply. Now then, as it is clear that this lame 
Landholder, fo long as he.continued unable to help himfelf, would 
‘have no Method left of keeping out of a Jail, unlefs -he could 
get fome honeft Friend to ftop this Wafte on his Premifes, and 
could never hope to:have his Land put into a right-Courfe of old- 
fathioned Hufbandry (for Iam noFriend either to your Horfe-hoeings, 
Drillings,.or your new-fangled Compofts) ‘till the ufelefs Cattle 
were all fent a grazing; and, as .it is fure alfo, unlefs this honeft 
Friend would prevent the Head-Man from buying more Gears than 

were neceflary for the -needful-working of the Farm, thefe Gears, 
&c. &c. would run away with the nett Profit of the:whole; fo I 
fay, my Friends and Fellow Freeholders, we can-never hope that 


this great Farm of Old England, once as good a'Piece of rich marly 
Soil 


®@ This was only ixtended to be faid, if they really did'nod their Heads and olap 
Abeir Hands. 
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Soil as ever the Sun fhone upon, but now, as we all fee, fo woe- 
fully run out, can ever be got into good Heart again till finecure 
Placemen, thofe moft ufelets, if not moft vicious, of all Cattle, who 
feed upon the fweeteft Paftures, and breed as faft as Foomarts, are 
got the better of. And we fee alfo, I truft, as plainly, that the 
once big-bellied Purfe of the Nation, now as lank as an Eel Skin, 
can never be filled again if the increafing Demands of the Civil Lift, 
like the Call for unneceflary Gears, &c. are a conftant Drain upon it. 
And thus you fee I have brought my Parable, which I took up, to 
run fairly onall Fours ; and | truft too, that it will give youas good 
an Infight into the Bufinefs we are about as the niceft Speaker in the 
Room could have given you. Any one of thefe may pretend, if he 
pleafes, “< a de poffeft of and to dehver you good common Sénfe,” while 
he is only labouring to twirl and twift his Periods into fomething, 
which he thinks to be Parliamentary Eloquence ; and trying to give 
you an high Opinion of his political Skill, without lending the 
Light of, even, a Farthing Candle to your Underftandings.—«« Fling 
fuch Speeches to the Dogs, I'll none ot them,” as Hamlet Prince 
of Denmark fays. Now would I be bound toteach any of you either 


to write or {peak in {uch a Fathion, if you knew only how to ring | 


Changes on thefe three Words, Lint, Grounp, and DEepart- 
MENT. And Iam confident, if a gocd heavy Tax were laid on 
thefe three Werds, as a Tax on Oratorial Luxury, it would put an 
End to all Speechifyers of this Clafs whatever. But this by the Bye. 
I promifed in the Beginning of my Speech, that as foon as [ 
had fettled your Notions about the Civil Lift, I would thew you 
that if we once gained a Reformation of the Abufes in it, any Set 
of Minifters whatever, except the prefent, (nay I believe I might 
venture not ‘to except them) mu‘t hereafter do you Good, and that 
in Spite of their own Teeth; ‘becaufe, you fee, when they have. 
not fuch a Heap of your Money to wafte and to convert to bad 
Purpofes, Neceflity will incline them to make a more frugal Ufe of 
what remains intheir Hands. * 

It is the Succefs of this, and of this only, that like the Ax in th 
Hand of a fkilful Woodman, by lopping the {uperfluous Branches 
from the Head of the Tree, will prevent its Roots from being 
fhaken and loofened from their Hold of that Earth which maintains 
and fupports them. It is this Petition which, by cutting off all 
unneceflary Expenditures, will deftroy that Fund, that wicked 
Fund of Bribery and Corruption, which has already made away 
with a Third at leaft of your Landed Property, and will.moft cer- 
tainly make the fame Encroachments on your Englifh Liberty:: 
For remember, ‘my good Friends, that Liberty and Property are 
T win-Sifters, and when the Jatter falls fick, the former mutt pine. 
Let us then, I befeech you, keep a fharp Look-out, in order to find 
which of our Members ftand hearty to our Caufe the prefent Seffion, - 
Let us attend-to the Object of our Petition for the prefent, and 
to that only. The News Papers will give us the Names * the 
o's 
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Pro’s and Con’s, and whoever votes againft it in the Houfe—Marx 
HIM, I fay MARK uIM*. Fling his Purfe in his Teeth, if he or 
his Agent has the Impudence to offer it you for your Vote at the 
next general Ele@ion. Let that Purfe contain either five, ten, or 
even twenty Guineas, be aflured you will be no Gainer at the feven 
Years End, but a deplorable Lofer for a Vote thus fcandalouily 
fold. A Vote which every Frecholder or Burgefs fhould hold as 
his deareft Birth-Right, and not fell it like Kiau tor a Mets of Pot- 
tage, efpecially in fuch Times as thefe, when the Purchaler buys it 
only to make himtfelf marketable. In one Word; this Petition, if 
fuccefsful, will put an End to all this abominable Traffic, by break- 
ing up the Market itfelf; that Market where finecure Places, ‘ex- 


orbitant Emoluments, and unmerited Penfions, Jobs and Contraéts 
are every Day put up to the beft Bidder, and where, like the lighted- 


up Lottery Offices, which fome of you may have feen in London, the 
Minifterial Office-keepers ftand always ready to.draw 1n your greedy 
Reprefentatives, who, in fuch a blaze of Temptations, are only at a 
Lots which Shop to go to, whether .to Hazarw’s or GooDLuck’s. 


* Here I intended to look about me, in order to difcover whether any of the Mem- 
bers who heard me had a fufpicious Countenance. 








A Cc A R D. 

R. LACKRENT prefents his Compliments to Mrs. Ward 

and Mr. Blanchard, Printers of the York Courant and 
Chronicle, and defires they would print his intended Speech in both 
their Papers, not fo.much for the Inftrution of their Cuftomers, 
as for his own private SatisfaQion, a Brother of the Quill having, 
by his own Practice, proved, that this is the fureft, if not the only, 
way for Authors like us to enjoy the inexprefflible Pleafure of reading 
our Works ina fecond Edition. 

Mr. Lackrent alfo begs Leave to hint to them, that if he is 
favoured weekly with as much.Elbow Room as that Auther oc- 
cupies at prefent, all Intelligence, as well extraordinary as ordinary, 
will {peedily be pufhed out of their Papers by ourjoint Efforts; from 
mere Country News Papers they will become Magazines of jie 
Writing, and undergo a Metamorphofis as complete as that-of Sir 
John Cutler’s Worfted Stockings, which his Sempftrefs converted 
into Silk by mere dint of Darning. N. 


ip <Any Letter direfted to LANCELOT LACKRENT, E/q; to be left 
at the Printing-Office in Coney-ftreet,; York, Carriage or Poft 
paid, will be duly attended to. 


York: Printed by A. Warn, :and fold ‘by all the Bookfellers in 
Yorkfhire, and J. Amon, Piccadilly, London, Price TwoPENCe. 




















